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The Role of Administrative Decentralization in Achieving
Sustainable Development

(Applied Study on Cairo Governorate)
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Abstract:

Administrative decentralization is a fundamental tool
for enhancing the efficiency of public administration and
achieving comprehensive sustainable development by
granting local authorities broader powers in planning and
decision-making. In Cairo Governorate, decentralization
helps reduce the burden on central administration and
activates the role of the local community in setting
development priorities, ensuring that the actual needs of the
population are met.

The study shows that implementing administrative
decentralization in Cairo contributes to improved resource
management and equitable distribution of development
projects, especially in marginalized areas. Its success
depends on qualified personnel, effective oversight, and
institutional coordination. Thus, decentralization serves as a
key approach to achieving sustainable development when
supported by institutional frameworks and political will.

Field indicators suggest that the implementation of
decentralization in Cairo Governorate not only improves
administrative performance but also enhances community
participation. It allows citizens and civil society to play an
active role in shaping local policies and monitoring their
implementation, thereby promoting transparency and
accountability. Moreover, involving local actors in decision-
making contributes to the development of policies that are
more realistic and responsive to the social and economic
context of the various areas within the governorate, which is
a key element in ensuring sustainable development and
reinforcing social justice.

Keywords:  Administrative  Decentralization  —
Sustainable Development — Local Administration — Cairo
Governorate — Local Governance — Development Planning —
Resource Allocation — Community Participation.
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