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Abstract: Contract law is considered one of the most evolving

fields in dealing with modern technologies, including smart
contracts, which have the potential to alter certain legal concepts
when practically applied due to their automated execution
mechanism. Therefore, this research aims to present the concept
and origin of smart contracts, examine their characteristics and
legal nature, and explore the concept of metaverse technology. It
also seeks to identify the challenges that may arise from the
enforcement of smart contracts. We have reached several
conclusions, including the absence of a unified definition of smart
contracts after reviewing various definitions in different
international laws. We also addressed the issues arising from the
automated execution of agreed-upon terms through computer
programs, such as the difficulty of modifying the contract in
emergencies or canceling it in cases of force majeure. Additionally,
determining the legal capacity of the contracting parties is
challenging. Moreover, interpreting smart contracts is difficult
because they are written in programming languages that judges and
lawyers do not understand, forcing courts to rely on experts.
Therefore, we recommend enacting unified legislation to regulate
smart contracts and establishing training centers for judges to
enable them to understand and interpret the language of these
contracts in the event of disputes between parties. We also
recommend modifying the blockchain platform to make smart
contracts more flexible and adaptable, similar to traditional
contracts. Furthermore, we have identified methods for resolving
disputes that may arise from the enforcement of smart contracts in
the metaverse, as suggested by some studies, including arbitration,
which emerges as a suitable litigation method for the nature of
smart contracts.

Keywords: Smart contracts, metaverse, blockchain, contract
enforcement, applicable law, jurisdictional competence,
comparative study, international law, e-commerce.
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i1ssue, Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=4467408
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35 Miiller, Wieland, Shahper Richter, Michael Leyer, and Alexander Richter.
“Metaverse, Ubi Es? A Transaction Cost-Based Analysis of the State of the
Art of Smart Contracts in the Metaverse,”
2024https://doi.org/10.24251/HICSS.2023.604.
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57 Carron, Blaise, and Valentin Botteron. "Le droit des obligations face aux
«contrats intelligents»: Blockchain, Smart Contracts et contrats de droit
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